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their traditional ritual religion, a doctrine of righteousness by 
which religion was made ethical. "They conceived Jehovah as 
not only the single Ood of the Hebrews, but the sole God of all 
the earth." What is still more important, they rose to the sub- 
lime apprehension of God as the embodiment of moral perfec- 
tion, and therefore "in eternal opposition to and condemnation 
of all idolatry, licentiousness, and bestiality." 

It is astounding that our author, seeing and declaring all this, 
should attribute the extraordinary moral energy of those most 
unique and powerful geniuses of the human race to nothing but 
"the antagonism of the archaic mores of a rustic population 
with a primitive mode of life, against the luxury of Tyre and 
Sidon, wealthy cities of commerce and industry." It seems al- 
most trivial to account in this way for those world-redeeming 
principles which by the author's own confession have been the 
impulse, the guide, the originator of influences by which the social 
life of mankind has made and is making its advances. 

Henry Berkowitz. 

Philadelphia. 

Natural and Social Morals. By Carveth Read. London: 
A. & C. Black, 1909. Pp. xxv, 309. 

Professor Read's present book is the outcome of his dissatis- 
faction with abstract ethics. If morals are to be rendered sci- 
entific, they must be treated of by the usual scientific methods. 
Instead of the scholastic method and the mere worrying of tra- 
ditionary abstract ideas, we need the Baconian method : we must 
study morals as matter of fact and experience. The purpose 
of the book is to revise the old philosophical ethics in the light 
of inductive biology, psychology, and anthropology. The work 
falls into two parts, "Morality Natural to Man," and "Moral- 
ity and Institutions." The first part deals with such matters 
as Conceptions of the Chief Good, Social Character of Morals, 
Physical and Biological Conditions of Morality. The second 
part is made up of chapters on such subjects as The Influence 
of Custom, The Family, Influence of the State on Morals. The 
book has the fault of attempting to cover too much ground and 
provides an excellent example of two of the dangers of such an 
attempt. The analysis of other views is often not sufficiently 
detailed to be altogether fair, and space compels wide subjects 
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to be treated so shortly that the treatment becomes thin and 
commonplace. This second fault is seen most markedly in the 
second part of the book, where much of the material is of such 
stock character that we are in danger of missing various remarks 
of real value which lie imbedded in the commonplace. Several 
of the topics in this book have already received at other hands, 
especially in America, such excellent treatment that we have a 
right to expect from a -person of Professor Read's reputation 
something better than we have in this book. 

With regard to one other point, we cannot help thinking that 
it is inadvisable for the layman to attempt too premature an 
application of scientific theories for the purpose of supporting 
or illustrating reflections on history or social affairs. In the 
Introduction, Professor Read admits that certain reflections, in- 
fluenced by the Galtonian theory, would now in the light of 
Mendelism have been differently expressed by him. When so 
little Mendelian work has been attempted in the complex ques- 
tion of human character, when so many things are still indefi- 
nite, it is well to wait in matters where the scientist himself 
suspends judgment. 

R. S. Vaeley. 

Bristol, England. 

Die Stetigkeit im Kultukwandel. Eine soziologische Studie 
von Alfred Vierkandt, Privatdozent an der Universitat Berlin. 
Leipzig : Duncker und Humblot, 1908. Pp. xiv, 209. 

The tendencies of present-day social and political thought 
commonly called 'realism' and 'pessimism' have not had least 
effect in Germany, where indeed both first received their names. 
Strangely, it might seem, they have been intensified by general 
acceptance of the doctrine of evolution. Yet, on consideration, 
this is not surprising; for as applied to society that doctrine 
was elaborated not in opposition to a creed of fixation, but to 
the belief in progress by catastrophic change under the impul- 
sion of ideals. With the decline of this belief there has asso- 
ciated itself still another tendency now permeating European 
thought, which Dr. Vierkandt calls 'irrationalism,' and which 
he himself regards as a true expression of the historian's point 
of view. This, of course, does not mean repudiation of reason 
as the necessary instrument of historical investigation. What 
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